EVENSONG

THE DAY OF PENTECOST:

WHITSUNDAY

May 24, 2026
FIVE O’CLLOCK IN THE EVENING

SUNG BY: THE CATHEDRAL SCHOILA
OFFICIANT & DEAN: THE VERY REV. PENNY BRIDGES

LECTOR: ANDREW BROOKS
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Seonjeong Park, Interim Choir Director

Michael Lawrence, Interim Organist

Canon Lucinda Parsons, Head Usher

Bob Longstreth, Usher



We welcome all to this service. If you are here this evening to experience the service as a “sound
bath” we invite you to find a space on the floor at the front of the north aisle (to the left), in the
area with a rug. Please use the QR code on page 10 to make a contribution.

Assisted hearing devices are available from an usher.
For the link to the webpage with the announcements and bulletins, use this QR code:

Services are regularly streamed and recorded and you can find them:
http://www.stpaulcathedral.org/watch

If you're interested in more information about the cathedral’s ministries,
we would like to hear from you: http://stpaulcathedral.org/im-new/

This service is being streamed live and if you don’t wish to be seen on camera, please ask an usher for
appropriate seating.
As a courtesy to others, please silence electronic devices.

St. Paul’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on unceded Kumeyaay land. We value the
knowledge, culture, and worldview of Indigenous people. We commit to the vital work of
educating ourselves, increasing community awareness, and promoting reconciliation with our
Indigenous neighbors. As we examine actions and practices that perpetuate harm against
Indigenous communities, we pledge to work toward a meaningful and respectful relationship as
we follow their example in honoring this sacred land.

Approved by the Cathedral Chapter, May 2023

Flowers are given to the glory of God
and in honor of The Rev. Canon Richard Lief on the 60th anniversary of his priesthood
and in celebration of the marriage of Jordan Kifer and Brandon Wong
and in loving memory of The Rev. Dr. Carol Worthing.



http://www.stpaulcathedral.org/watch
http://stpaulcathedral.org/im-new/

The people gather and prepare for worship during the following voluntary.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY A Meditation on ‘Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether’
Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)

INTROIT Rest
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

O Earth, lie heavily upon her eyes;
Seal her sweet eyes weary of watching, Earth;
Lie close around her; leave no room for mirth
With its harsh laughter, nor for sound of sighs.
She hath no questions, she hath no replies,
Hushed in and curtained with a blessed dearth
Of all that irked her from the hour of birth;
With stillness that is almost Paradise.
Darkness more clear than noon-day holdeth her,
Silence more musical than any song;
Even her very heart has ceased to stir:
Until the morning of Eternity
Her rest shall not begin nor end, but be;
And when she wakes she will not think it long.

{ Please stand as you are able at the tolling of the bell.

OPENING SENTENCE  (Officiant)

PRECES John Sanders (1933-2003)

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.

Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.

Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

Choir as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Officiant Praise ye the Lord.

Choir The Lord’s name be praised.

{ Please remain standing as able for the hymn.
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Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893). Music: Sf. Clemernt, Clement Cottevill Scholefield (1839-1904).
Y Please be seated.
Psalm 145:15-21. Exaltabo te, Deus  (choir) Chant: Thomas Hanforth (1867-1948)

15 The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord; * and thou givest them their meat in due
season.

16 Thou openest thine hand, * and fillest all things living with plenteousness.

17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways, * and holy in all his works.

18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; * yea, all such as call upon him
faithfully.

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; * he also will hear their cry, and will
help them.
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20 The Lord preserveth all them that love him; * but scattereth abroad all the ungodly.
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; * and let all flesh give thanks unto his
holy Name for ever and ever.

Glory be to the Father * and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be; World without end. Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 16:9-12
The first reading is taken from the Hebrew Scriptures.

{ Please stand as you are able.

MAGNIFICAT Dorian Service Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)

The Magnificat is Mary’s song (Luke 1:46-55) responding to the declaration that the child she is to bear
will fulfill the promises of the Hebrew Scriptures.

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen.

[ Please be seated.



SECOND READING Acts 4:18-21, 23-33

The second reading is taken from the New Testament which tells of the life and teaching of Jesus and the
witness of the early Church.

{ Please stand as you are able.

NUNC DIMITTIS Dorian Service Tallis

The Nunc Dimittis is the song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) who, before he dies, sees the Infant Jesus and holds
him in his arms.

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen.

{ Please remain standing as able.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (led by the choir)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



SALUTATION

Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir  And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.

THE LESSER LITANY (choir) Sanders

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (led by the choir)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE SUFFRAGES

Officiant O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.

Choir ~ And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant O Lord, save the State.

Choir ~ And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Officiant Endue thy ministers with righteousness.

Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant O Lord, save thy people.

Choir ~ And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.

Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.

Choir ~ And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



THE COLLECTS

The Collect for The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday

O Gop, who on this day didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people by sending to them
the light of thy Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all
things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our
Savior, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world
without end. Amen.

A Collect for Peace

O Gop, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear
of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

A Collect for Mission

KEEP WATCH, DEAR LORD, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give
thine angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all
for thy love’s sake. Amen.

{ Please be seated for the anthem.

Offerings at Evensong directly support ministries at the Cathedral. See page 10.

AT THE OFFERING, Anthem Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace
Samuel Sebastian Wesley(1810-1876)
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee. The darkness is no

darkness with Thee, but the night is as clear as the day: The darkness and the light to
Thee are both alike.

God is light and with Him is no darkness at all.

Oh, let my soul live and it shall praise Thee.

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, for evermore.

THE WELCOME

{ Please stand as you are able.



CLOSING PRAYERS

DISMISSAL

The grace ¥ of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy

Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

{ Please remain standing as able.
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Words: John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892), alt. Music: Repfon, Charles ITubert ITastings Parry, {1848-1918), alt.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Cantor
Choir



ORGAN VOLUNTARY Veni Creator Spiritus
Jean Titelouze (1562-1633)

§ Please leave quietly out of respect for those who would like to stay and listen to the organ
voluntary and pray for a while. Thank you.

The Friends of Cathedral Music welcome you!

Please introduce yourself at our greeters’ table and say “Hello.”
We would love to meet you!

You may give online now by using your phone’s camera to scan the quick response code:

or text stpaulcathedral to 73256 using your cell phone. Thank you!




In the unlikely event of an emergency requiring us to evacuate the cathedral please follow the
directions of the ushers and vergers, and remain as quiet and calm as possible.

Please locate an exit nearest you.

The exit doors are:
»South porch doors at Nutmeg Street and Fifth Avenue
*North porch doors to Fifth Avenue Courtyard
< South transept east and west doors to Nutmeg Street
“*Northeast hallway door to Fifth Avenue breezeway
West chapel (to the left of chapel altar) stairs leading down to landing.



Pentecost

The term means “the fiftieth day.” It is used in both the OT
and the NT. In the OT it refers to a feast of seven weeks
known as the Feast of Weeks. It was apparently an
agricultural event that focused on the harvesting of first
fruits. Josephus referred to Pentecost as the fiftieth day after
the first day of Passover. The term is used in the NT to refer
to the coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1),
shortly after Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension.
Christians came to understand the meaning of Pentecost in

terms of the gift of the Spirit. The Pentecost event was the

fulfillment of a promise which Jesus gave concerning the return of the Holy Spirit. The
speaking in tongues, which was a major effect of having received the Spirit, is interpreted
by some to symbolize the church's worldwide preaching. In the Christian tradition,
Pentecost is now the seventh Sunday after Easter. It emphasizes that the church is
understood as the body of Christ which is drawn together and given life by the Holy
Spirit. Some understand Pentecost to be the origin and sending out of the church into the
world. The Day of Pentecost is one of the seven principal feasts of the church year in the
Episcopal Church (BCP, p. 15). The Day of Pentecost is identified by the BCP as one of
the feasts that is “especially appropriate” for baptism (p. 312). The liturgical color for the
feast is red. Pentecost has also been known as Whitsun or Whitsunday, a corruption of
“White Sunday.” This term reflects the custom by which those who were baptized at the
Vigil of Pentecost would wear their white baptismal garments to church on the Day of
Pentecost. The BCP provides directions for observance of a Vigil of Pentecost, which
begins with the Service of Light (p. 227). The Hymnal 1982 provides a variety of hymns
for Pentecost (Hymns 223-230) and the Holy Spirit (Hymns 500-516).

-An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, https://www .episcopalchurch.org/glossary/pentecost/



